




















sides of U.S. 90 (Mahan Drive) between Tallahassee and Monticello
were in full bloom and created a very beautiful drive.
These plants, as well as hundreds of others, were placed
gratuitously all along that highway by the late Fred Mahan,
a nurseryman of Montiﬁello. Some of the plants are still
there, but many of them have &ied or have become entwined
with growing vines. The maintenance of this project would
be very costly and highway funds have not been available
to properly care for these nu;ser§ pieces.

The Wednesday afternobﬁ session consisted of various
chambers hearings, taking of pleas, conferring with officials,
and even talking to parties who sought some information
which I could properly discuss with them. Ike Anderson:
was Clerk of the Circuit Court when I first went there,
but he afterwards entered the practice of law and soon estab-
lished himself as a specialist in divorce and family-related
cases. Mr. Eustace Blair succeeded Ike, and his wife served
as a deputy clerk. They were very cordial and congenial
and are good friends. Mr. Blair, who did not seek re-election
in 1968, was succeeded by Mrs. Eleanor Eawkins in 1969,
Mrs. Hawkins is a lady of much charm, energy, and intelligence,
and she brought about some zmuch needed improvements in the
courthouse. Prior to her taking office, the county commissioners
were not at all interested in having the courtroom air condi-

tioned and soundproofed. As the courthouse is located at



the intersection of U.S. 90 and U.S. 19, the street noise
was tremendous. All traffic on both of these highways had
to stop before going around the courthouse square to proceed
o°n to wherever it was going. This resulted in all vehicles,
and particularly the large trucks, accelerating their motors
to start again and manipulate the circle. The noise generated
was often earsplitting. This caused constant interference
with trial or other proceedings ig the courtroom. Witnesses
could not be heard, court :epor£ers could not get down what
was said, and it was altogéfher an intolerable condition,
frustrating and infuriating to all participants. I at one
time informally stated to some lawyers and officials that
I would probably grant a change of venue if a motion was
'made that a fair trial was impossible with this noise problem.
No motion was ever filed and we continued to aéonize through
the truck-dominated setting.

When Mrs. Hawkins assumed office she very shortly persuaded
the commissioners to air condition and soundproof the court-
room. This convincing and aggressive woman succeeded where
all the men had heretofore failed in making the commissioners
sufficiently aware of this pressing need. This change and
improvement was monumental. Not only the soundproofing,
but also the air conditioning, was a blessed change. 1In
summer when the windows had to be open insects would fly

in to add to other miseries of persons in court.



It was not just Wednesday éfternoon that I served in
Jefferson County. Trials and more involved hearings were
scheduled at other times. T was not the only circuit judge
who served Jefferson Cqunty. Judge McCord shared the duties
and Judges Walker and Taylor sat on some occasions. However,
the bulk of the work was performed by Judge McCord and myself.
When Judge Cooksey became a circuit judge in 1973, he took
over the duties there.

The Wednesday afternoon before the Thursday morning
visit to Liberty County mybsecretary, 0r Judge McCord's,
would call Mr. Woodward, Clerk of the Circuit Court of Liberty
County, and get a list of the appointments for hearing on
the next morning. 1In this way we knew generally what would
be involved and what lawyers were scheduled to appear.
The only lawyer in Liberty County was the venerable Mr. E. E.
Callaway, who wrote a book offering evidence that- the original
Garden of Eden was in the Apalachicola River valley near
Bristol. He was by means a con-artist. He was very Straight-
forward in his convictions. A fundamentalist Baptist layman,
he was deeply religious and earnestly proclaimed the Holy
Bible as the direct word of the highest divine authority.
However, in his professional activities he was a competent
and well-prepared practitioner who made no effort to preach
or exhort religious themes in his legal presentations.

I very much cherished his friendship. He handled mostly
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